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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">fugitive slaves. About half of those who had pre- <BR>viously escaped from bondage had not taken the<BR>trouble to go as far as Canada, but were living at<BR>peace in the Northern States. Few people at the<BR>North knew or cared anything about the details<BR>of a law that had been on the statute books since<BR>1793. Members of Congress were duly warned of<BR>the dangers involved in any attempt to enforce a<BR>more stringent law than the previous act which had<BR>proved a dead letter. To those who understood<BR>the conditions, the new law also was doomed to<BR>failure. So said Senator Butler of South Carolina.<BR>An attempt to enforce it would be met by violence.<BR>This prediction came true. The twenty thou- <BR>sand potential victims residing in Northern States<BR>were thrown into panic. Some rushed off to Can- <BR>ada; others organized means for protection. A<BR>father and son from Baltimore came to a town in<BR>Pennsylvania to recover a fugitive. An alarm was<BR>sounded; men, mostly colored, rushed to the pro- <BR>tection of the one whose liberty was threatened.<BR>Two Quakers appeared on the scene and warned<BR>the slave-hunters to desist and upon their refusal<BR>one slave-hunter was instantly killed and the other<BR>wounded. The fugitive was conveyed to a place<BR>of safety, and to the murderers no punishment was</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:15.1pt;\">fugitive slaves. About half of those who had pre- <BR>viously escaped from bondage had not taken the<BR>trouble to go as far as Canada, but were living at<BR>peace in the Northern States. Few people at the<BR>North knew or cared anything about the details<BR>of a law that had been on the statute books since<BR>1793. Members of Congress were duly warned of<BR>the dangers involved in any attempt to enforce a<BR>more stringent law than the previous act which had<BR>proved a dead letter. To those who understood<BR>the conditions, the new law also was doomed to<BR>failure. So said Senator Butler of South Carolina.<BR>An attempt to enforce it would be met by violence.<BR>This prediction came true. The twenty thou- <BR>sand potential victims residing in Northern States<BR>were thrown into panic. Some rushed off to Can- <BR>ada; others organized means for protection. A<BR>father and son from Baltimore came to a town in<BR>Pennsylvania to recover a fugitive. An alarm was<BR>sounded; men, mostly colored, rushed to the pro- <BR>tection of the one whose liberty was threatened.<BR>Two Quakers appeared on the scene and warned<BR>the slave-hunters to desist and upon their refusal<BR>one slave-hunter was instantly killed and the other<BR>wounded. The fugitive was conveyed to a place<BR>of safety, and to the murderers no punishment was</SPAN><BR>\
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